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Strive to increase Kharif crop production while reducing
cost: Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
NEW DELHI : Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on
Monday said that his ministry's
resolve is to increase the Kharif
crop production while reducing the
production cost. He added that the
synergy between the agricultural
research and the farmers will be
increased.

The Minister was speaking to
reporters here after a meeting with
the State agricultural ministers.

"Today, I held a meeting with the
Agriculture ministers of all the
states...Agriculture is important for
the country, whether it is a question
of livelihood, employment, contribu-
tion to the economy or ensuring
food security of the country. Our
resolve is to increase production
and reduce the cost of production of
the Kharif crop. We will make our
best efforts for this," Chouhan said.

"Agriculture is a state subject,
and the Centre gives full support,

and in our Agricultural Research
Council, there are 16,000 scientists
who do different research work. We
are going to connect the lab with the
land...A campaign is going to be
launched, 'Viksit Krishi Sankalp
Abhiyan'," he added.

Earlier in the day, Chouhan said

that India's total foodgrain produc-
tion in the financial year 2024-25
increased by over 106 lakh tonnes,
reaching 1,663.91 lakh tonnes, up
from the previous year's output.

"In 2023-24, total foodgrain pro-
duction was around 15,57.6 lakh
tonne. I am glad to tell you that in

2024-25, it has become 16,63.91
lakh tonne," Chouhan said,
addressing a press conference in
the national capital.

"The production of Rabi was
1600.06 lakh tonne in 2023-24,
now it has become 1645.27 lakh
tonne," he said.

The Union Minister said that
his ministry's vision is to make
India the food basket of the world.

"Our foodgrain production is
increasing...we don't want to stop
here. We want to fulfil the needs of
our country and also help several
countries across the world. Our
vision is to make India the food
basket of the world, one day," the
minister said. On Sunday, while
participating in the farmers'
Convention Krishi Samvaad in
Maharashtra, Chouhan
announced "One Nation, One
Agriculture and One Team".

The union minister said that if

all the institutions are connected,
targets are set, and roadmaps are
made, then miracles can be made
in agriculture. Chouhan said that
Maharashtra, the holy land of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, is
amazing. The farmers here are
hardworking and progressive;
they have infinite possibilities.

Another big announcement
was made by the Union
Agriculture Minister who said that
a national-level lab will be set up
in Pune under the Clean Plant
Program. This laboratory will be
set up in Pune to conduct research
on the original species of plants.
Union Agriculture Minister
announced this while interacting
with the farmers of Vidarbha in
the Krishi Samvad program
organised under the Vikasit Krishi
Sankalp Abhiyan in Kavivarya
Suresh Bhat Auditorium in
Nagpur. 

Delhi court acquits 11 accused in
2020 Northeast Delhi riots case

Operation Olivia: Indian Coast
Guard protects over 6.98 lakh
Olive Ridley Turtles along the
Odisha coastline
NEW DELHI : In a major boost to marine conservation, the
Indian Coast Guard's (ICG) annual mission 'Operation Olivia'
helped protect a record of over 6.98 lakh Olive Ridley turtles
nested at the Rushikulya river mouth in Odisha during
February 2025.

Conducted annually from November to May, Operation
Olivia is an important initiative of the ICG aimed at ensuring
safe nesting grounds for Olive Ridley turtles particularly at
Gahirmatha Beach and surrounding coastal areas of Odisha,
which see the arrival of over eight lakh turtles each year.

The record mass nesting at the Rushikulya river mouth in
Odisha stands as a testament to the ICG's sustained efforts in
safeguarding the endangered species through rigorous
patrolling, aerial surveillance, and community engagement, a
Defence Ministry release said.

It said that since the inception of Operation Olivia, ICG has
carried out over 5,387 surface patrol sorties and 1,768 aerial
surveillance missions, significantly reducing threats such as
illegal fishing and habitat disruption.

During this period, 366 boats involved in illegal fishing
were detained, reaffirming the ICG's strong enforcement role
in protecting marine life. Apart from surveillance, ICG has
actively worked with local fishing communities by promoting
the use of Turtle Excluder Devices and partnering with NGOs
through formal MoUs to support sustainable fishing practices
and conservation education.

This milestone underscores the effectiveness of sustained
conservation efforts and reaffirms the need for continued
monitoring and adaptive strategies to support long-term
marine sustainability, ICG said.

India's eastern coastline, particularly Gahirmatha Beach,
Odisha, serves as a vital nesting ground for Olive Ridley
Turtles, with over 8,00,000 turtles arriving annually.
Threatened by illegal fishing, net entanglement, and habitat
degradation, these species rely on ICG's vigilant enforcement
and rescue operations to ensure their survival.

Tamil Nadu govt prepares for
southwest monsoon, Stalin
instructs officials to make rele-
vant arrangments
CHENNAI : As the Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC) in
Chennai predicted an increase in rainfall across the state,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin has instructed all district
collectors to ensure the functioning of the emergency control
room at all times.

He has also instructed the district administrations to
ensure the readiness of rescue vehicles and equipment to han-
dle the southwest monsoon, which usually occurs from June to
September, bringing in rainfall over parts of south India.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has also directed the offi-
cials to make arrangements for the rescue camps, which must
be hygienic with facilities for essential things, including water,
electricity, and food.

"We are to face the Southwest Monsoon. IMD have predict-
ed normal rainfall during this monsoon. However, the
Southwest monsoon helps with underground water. (But)
Heavy rainfall, flash floods in the Western Ghats, Nilgiris,
affect the region, and we need to face this. Coastal Districts
also should be ready to face the Southwest Monsoon," Stalin
said.

"All district collectors should ensure the Emergency control
room functions 24x7 and should also ensure the readiness of
rescue vehicles and equipment to handle the southwest mon-
soon well. Rescue camps should be hygienic with water, elec-
tricity and food facilities," he added.

As per the local weather department, the weather phe-
nomena for today predict moderate thunderstorm and light-
ning with moderate rain, which is very likely, in Chengalpattu,
Kanchipuram, Ranipet and Vellore districts of Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, light thunderstorms and lightning with light to
moderate rain are very likely in Chennai, Tiruvallur, Salem,
Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, Tirupathur, Tiruvannamalai,
Villupuram, Kallakurichi, Cuddalore, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur,
among other districts. The IMD has issued a warning of water-
logging, slippery roads and affected traffic in some areas. The
weather department also informed that moderate thunder-
storm cells were approaching Tiruvallur, Chennai, and
Chengalpattu districts from the east. 

Congress alleges govt forewarned Pakistan ahead
of Operation Sindoor, calls it national security risk
NEW DELHI : Congress
leader Pawan Khera on
Monday raised serious con-
cerns over the government's
handling of national security
issues during a media brief-
ing.

Khera claimed that India
had informed Pakistan before
conducting strikes on terror-
ist sites, calling it a "grave
error of judgment."

"What is there to inform
them? Do we trust terrorists
to remain at those locations?
Every citizen, and the whole
world, has seen what EAM
Jaishankar said- that
Pakistan was informed we
would only target terror sites.
This misplaced trust puts our
national security at risk,"
Khera said.

He added, "After the
statement of EAM Dr S
Jaishankar, we are being
ridiculed in Pakistan and
across the world. That is why
Rahul Gandhi is repeatedly
asking what damage the
country suffered from this
forewarning. It is important
to know how many planes
were lost, what damage the
country suffered, and how
many terrorists escaped."

Khera said the govern-
ment should be clear and put
the country's safety first. He
said key leaders in the
national capital, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar, bear
responsibility for either
strengthening or weakening
the morale of the Indian
Army.

"I am deeply saddened to
say that we have witnessed a
decline in the courage of our
Army this time," Khera said,
criticizing the government's
silence on sensitive issues.

Khera also recalled state-
ments made last week by US
President Donald Trump,
who claimed to have mediat-
ed to prevent war between
India and Pakistan and
allegedly threatened to stop
trade with India if the conflict
continued. Khera described
Trump's remarks as "very
dangerous."

"There was clearly a
backdoor deal regarding

Operation Sindoor, yet Prime
Minister Modi remained
silent, and the Foreign Affairs
Minister did not say a word,"
he added.

He questioned the BJP
government's close ties with
the US and China, accusing
its leaders of shielding these
countries without consider-
ing the impact on India.
"What secrets are Modi,
Jaishankar, and other BJP
ministers hiding with
America and China? Why
must the nation suffer
because of these undisclosed
agendas?" Khera asked.

He also raised concerns
over justice in the Pahalgam
terror attack case, question-
ing if the BJP government is
afraid to take a stand against
America and China.

India launched Operation
Sindoor on May 7 in response
to the April 22 terror attack
in Pahalgam that left 26 civil-
ians dead. As part of the
operation, Indian Armed
Forces targeted terror infra-
structure deep inside
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir,
eliminating over 100 terror-
ists linked to Jaish-e-
Mohammed, Lashkar-e-
Taiba, and Hizbul
Mujahideen.

Following the strikes,
Pakistan retaliated with
cross-border shelling and
attempted drone attacks. In

response, India launched
coordinated airstrikes that
damaged key military infra-
structure across 11 Pakistani
airbases. On May 10, both
sides announced an under-
standing on the cessation of
hostilities.

NEW DELHI : Delhi's
Karkardooma Court recently
acquitted 11 accused in a
case related to rioting, arson,
etc. in Northeast Delhi in
2020.

The court acquitted the
accused persons after finding
no credible evidence against
them. It discarded the testi-
mony of two police officials
who identified the accused
persons in a video.

The court also noted that
the accused persons were
identified at a belated stage
after their arrest and the fil-
ing of a charge sheet.

An FIR was filed at the
Gokul Puri Police Station.

Additional Sessions Judge
(ASJ) Pulastya Pramachala
acquitted all accused persons
after considering the evi-
dence and testimonies of the
Prosecution witnesses.

"In view of my foregoing
discussions, observations and
findings, I find that charges
levelled against the accused
persons in this case are not
proved beyond all reasonable
doubts and accused are enti-
tled for benefit of doubt.
Hence, all accused Ankit
Chaudhary alias Fauzi, Sumit

alias Badshah, Pappu, Vijay,
Ashish Kumar, Sourabh
Kaushik, Bhupender, Shakti
Singh, Sachin Kumar alias
Rancho, Rahul and Yogesh,
are acquitted of the charges
levelled against them," ASJ
Pramachala held on May 14.

The court noted that the
accused persons were identi-
fied by the two police officials
who claimed to know them
prior to the incident.

The court noted, "
However, both these officials
were posted in the same
police station, despite that
their statement regarding
identifying the accused per-
sons, was recorded at much
belated time." 

\" Moreover, if these
accused persons were
already known to these two
police officials, then there
could not have been any need
to identify them in any video
or photographs," the court
further noted.

The court observed in the
judgement, " It is worth to
note here that by the time
Investigation Officer (IO)
recorded statement of these
two police officials, all
accused were already arrest-

ed and chargesheeted in this
case. Therefore, their identi-
fication of accused persons,
at such belated time, is not
beyond controversy and
doubt."

The accused were
chargesheeted by the police
for offences punishable
under Section 147, 148, 149,
380, 427, 436 IPC.

On March 3, 2020, an FIR
was registered at PS
Gokalpuri pursuant to receipt
of a written complaint filed
by one Mohammad Imran
Sheikh.

He had alleged about loot
and arson committed in his
medical shop in the name
and style of "Crown
Medicos." His shop was situ-
ated in Gokalpuri.

He further alleged that
the First and second floors of
his shop were full of medi-
cines. He further alleged that
one Aslam, who was working
in a salon situated in front of
his medical shop, had tele-
phonically informed him at
around 1:30 AM that some
persons had looted his shop
and were setting it ablaze.
Immediately thereafter, com-
plainant Mohammad Imran
Sheikh called the police at the
100 number about this inci-
dent. Another complaint was
filed by Akram Ali, who was
running a barber shop in the
same area alongwith his
brother Aslam Ali.

He alleged that on
February 2, 2020, at around
6 PM, a number of persons
came and started vandalism,
and thereafter he and his
brother left Delhi for their
native place, in order to save
their lives. Aslam Ali
returned on February 28 and
informed his brother that the
shop had been vandalised.

Indian Army
foils Pakistan's
Drone attack
on Golden
Temple with
precision
AMRITSAR : In a powerful
testament to the Indian
Army's vigilance and
strength, soldiers deployed
along the international bor-
der in Amritsar, Punjab,
shared critical updates on
Operation Sindoor, a decisive
military response to
Pakistan-backed terrorism.
Speaking to ANI, a soldier of
the Indian Army recounted a
recent engagement, "At this
time, we are a part of
Operation Sindoor...On the
night of 8-9 May, they sud-
denly fired on us and tried to
infiltrate. We fired accurately
at the enemy and foiled their.


